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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is a Non-Final Rejection in response to the application filed 
January 2, 2004 by Baez. 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 

• "the device 20" (See page 21 paragraph [0051] in reference to Figures 2-6). 

• "a flasher unit 80" (See page 23 paragraph [0055] in reference to Figure 3). 

• "the second clip hook 54" (See page 23 paragraph [0057] in reference to Figure 
7)- 

• "the clip hooks 40, 54" (See page 24 paragraph [0059] in reference to Figure 9). 
Although "clip hook 40" is included in Figure 9, "clip hook 54" is not included in 
Figure 9. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• a repeat of the phrase "of an exemplary embodiment" (See page 14 
paragraph 37). 

• the description of "the strap 44" (See last line page 22 paragraph [0053]). 
TKe label should read "the strap 58" because in this particular part of the 
specifications the applicant was describing "the second end 34" and Figure 2 
has the strap of the second end labeled as 58 not 44. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 14 is objected to because it includes reference characters which are not 
enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed 
description of the drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same 
element or group of elements in the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so 
as to avoid confusion with other numbers or characters which may appear in the claims. 
SeeMPEP§608.01(m). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Talamo et al. (US 5,588,734). 

In reference to Claim 1, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• an elongated tube defining a passage therein and formed of a light-transmissive 
material; (See column 2 lines 41-43) 

• elongated tube defines a front end and front aperture (See column 7 line 2) 

• a plurality of side light elements supported within the passage and coupled to the 
battery power means; (See column 2 lines 43-45) 

• attachment means for attaching the elongated tube to the frame (See column 2 
lines 45-46) 

• housing 12 further defines an interior cavity 19 within which a plurality of 
conventional batteries 60, 61 and 62 together with appropriate connectors 63, 64, 
65, and 66 are supported. (See column 5 lines 48-51 in reference to Figure 4) 

• a power unit having a housing defining an interior cavity (See column 2 lines 35- 
36) 

• an on/off switch (See column 2 line 36) 
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• activation of switch 13 applies electrical power via wire set 14 to lights 33 through 
36 (See column 4 lines 8-9 in reference to Figures 2 and 4) 



In reference to Claim 2, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• utilizing a plurality of internally supported batteries (See column 3 lines 33-34) 



In reference to Claim 3, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• a pair of attachment clips 30 and 31 (See column 3 lines 43-44 in reference to 
Figure 1) 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 



In reference to Claim 5, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• an attachment strap (See column 6 line 54) 

• attachment means for attaching said elongated tube to the frame (See column 6 
lines 66-67) 



In reference to Claim 6, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• a support strap having a hook and loop fabric attachment (See column 1 lines 
65-66) 
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In reference to Claim 7, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 

In reference to Claim 10, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• attaches light 10 to in-line skate 20 using strap 15 (See column 3 lines 66-67 in 
reference to Figures 1 and 2) 

In reference to Claim 1 1 , Talamo et al. teaches: 

• a pair of hook and loop fastening portions 16 and 17 (See column 4 line 63 in 
reference to Figure 2) 

In reference to Claim 12, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• power circuit 70 may utilize a blinking circuit or interrupter circuit to provide 
periodic blinking of the various light elements within the present invention (See 
column 6 lines 12-14) 

In reference to Claim 13, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• Figure 4 shows the housing of the portable electric power source 11, switch 13, 
and attachment strap 15 
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• a power unit having a housing defining an interior cavity, a rear lens, and an 
on/off switch; an attachment strap for securing the housing (See column 2 lines 
35-37) 

In reference to Claim 14, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• an elongated tube defining a passage therein and formed of a light-transmissive 
material; (See column 2 lines 41-43) 

• elongated tube defines a front end and front aperture (See column 7 line 2) 

• a plurality of side light elements supported within the passage and coupled to the 
battery power means; (See column 2 lines 43-45) 

• and attachment means for attaching the elongated tube to the frame (See 
column 2 lines 45-46) 

• housing 12 further defines an interior cavity 19 within which a plurality of 
conventional batteries 60, 61 and 62 together with appropriate connectors 63, 64, 
65, and 66 are supported. (See column 5 lines 48-51 in reference to Figure 4) 

• a power unit having a housing defining an interior cavity (See column 2 lines 35- 
36) 

• an on/off switch (See column 2 line 36) 

• activation of switch 13 applies electrical power via wire set 14 to lights 33 through 
36 (See column 4 lines 8-9 in reference to Figures 2 and 4) 



In reference to Claim 15, Talamo et al. teaches: 
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• a pair of attachment clips 30 and 31 (See column 3 lines 43-44 in reference to 
Figure 1) 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 

In reference to Claim 16, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 4, 8, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Talamo et al. (US 5,588,734) in view ofConti et al. (US 2002/0126473). 

Regarding claim 4, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• a pair of attachment clips 30 and 31 (See column 3 lines 43-44 in reference to 
Figure 1) 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 
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Talamo et al. does not teach: 

• the first end and second end attachment members each comprising a clip hook 

Conti et al. teaches: 

• line 22 has double locking snap connectors 30 secured to its opposite ends (See 
page 1 paragraph [0015] lines 22-23 in reference to Figure 2) 

It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to use the double locking snap connectors of Conti et al. as an additional means of 
attachment for the elongated light tube of Talamo et al., such that the elongated light 
tube would be easily secured on a variety of objects typically associated with nighttime 
outdoor activities. 

Regarding claim 8, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• an elongated tube defining a passage therein and formed of a light-transmissive 
material; (See column 2 lines 41-43) 

• elongated tube defines a front end and front aperture (See column 7 line 2) 

• a plurality of side light elements supported within the passage and coupled to the 
battery power means; (See column 2 lines 43-45) 

• attachment means for attaching the elongated tube to the frame (See column 2 
lines 45-46) 
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• housing 12 further defines an interior cavity 19 within which a plurality of 
conventional batteries 60, 61 and 62 together with appropriate connectors 63, 64, 
65, and 66 are supported. (See column 5 lines 48-51 in reference to Figure 4) 

• a power unit having a housing defining an interior cavity (See column 2 lines 35- 
36) 

• an on/off switch (See column 2 line 36) 

• activation of switch 13 applies electrical power via wire set 14 to lights 33 through 
36 (See column 4 lines 8-9 in reference to Figures 2 and 4) 

Talamo et al. does not teach: 

• the first end attachment member is a clip hook 

Conti et al. teaches: 

• line 22 has double locking snap connections 30 secured to its opposite ends (Se 
page 1 paragraph [0015] lines 22-23 in reference to Figure 2) 

It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to use the double locking snap connectors of Conti et al. as an additional means of 
attachment for the elongated light tube of Talamo et al., such that the elongated light 
tube would be easily secured on a variety of objects typically associated with nighttime 
outdoor activities. 
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Regarding claim 17, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• an elongated tube defining a passage therein and formed of a light-transmissive 
material; (See column 2 lines 41-43) 

• elongated tube defines a front end and front aperture (See column 7 line 2) 

• a plurality of side light elements supported within the passage and coupled to the 
battery power means; (See column 2 lines 43-45) 

• attachment means for attaching the elongated tube to the frame (See column 2 
lines 45-46) 

• housing 12 further defines an interior cavity 19 within which a plurality of 
conventional batteries 60, 61 and 62 together with appropriate connectors 63, 64, 
65, and 66 are supported. (See column 5 lines 48-51 in reference to Figure 4) 

• a power unit having a housing defining an interior cavity (See column 2 lines 35- 
36) 

• an on/off switch (See column 2 line 36) 

• activation of switch 13 applies electrical power via wire set 14 to lights 33 through 
36 (See column 4 lines 8-9 in reference to Figures 2 and 4) 

• power circuit 70 may utilize a blinking circuit or interrupter circuit to provide 
periodic blinking of the various light elements within the present invention (See 
column 6 lines 12-14) 

• a pair of attachment clips 30 and 31 (See column 3 lines 43-44 in reference to 
Figure 1) 
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• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 

• line 22 has double locking snap connectors 30 secured to its opposite ends (See 
page 1 paragraph [0015] lines 22-23 in reference to Figure 2) 

• a support strap having a hook and loop fabric attachment (See column 1 lines 
65-66) 

Talamo et al. does not teach: 

• the first end and second end attachment members each comprising a clip hook 

Conti et al. teaches: 

• line 22 has double locking snap connectors 30 secured to its opposite ends (See 
page 1 paragraph [0015] lines 22-23 in reference to Figure 2) 

It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to use the double locking snap connectors of Conti et al. as an additional means of 
attachment for the elongated light tube of Talamo et al., such that the elongated light 
tube would be easily secured on a variety of objects typically associated with nighttime 
outdoor activities. 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Talamo 
et al. (US 5,588,734) in view of Simmons (US 3,935,443). 
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Regarding claim 9, Talamo et al. teaches: 

• a pair of attachment clips 30 and 31 (See column 3 lines 43-44 in reference to 
Figure 1) 

• clips 30 and 31 may be fabricated in a variety of shapes and configurations (See 
column 3 lines 46-47) 

Talamo et al. does not teach: 

• the clip hook having a ring and the ring being hookable by the clip hook 

Simmons teaches: 

• the snap assembly 21 may be manually attached to the ring 4 (See column 2 
lines 32-33 in reference to Figure 6) 

It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to use the ring from Conti et al. and the clip hook from Talamo et al. such that there 
would be the flexibility of attaching the clip hook to the ring as yet another means of 
attachment. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Meghan K. Dunwiddie whose telephone number is (571) 272-8543. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday (8:00am-4:30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached at (571) 272-2378. 




